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Whether an artificial barrier could not be created
which would compel the clouds to disgorge their contents
is an interesting question which has never been properly
dealt with.
In the year 1912, when my wife was recovering from a
serious attack of typhoid, and we happened to be on a
visit to Europe, we spent some time in Switzerland in-
vestigating the system of storm cannon and rain rockets
which were utilized by the vineyard proprietors and
Insurance Companies for the protection of the vines from
the frequent hailstorms which are so destructive. The
theory was that by these artificial means the formation
of the hail was prevented, and the clouds discharged
beneficial rain instead of destructive hail. The effective-
ness, or utility, of the method was disputed by many,
but the fact remained that they continued to grow in
popularity, and had gradually been adopted by Insurance
Companies, as well as by vineyard owners, especially
since the introduction of the Rain Rocket.
The Storm Cannon was a peculiar weapon, consisting of
a funnel-shaped iron tube, from which a bomb was dis-
charged into the midst of a cloud that appeared to be
likely to produce hail. The effect of the discharge was to
create a kind of cyclone in the cloud, arresting its progress
and compelling it to scatter its contents in the form of
rain. Naturally these cannon had to be fixed to the
ground, and could only protect a limited area. Hence,
they were dotted about the great vineyard areas at certain
intervals. Quite recently the idea had occurred to some
one that rockets could be utilized for exactly the same pur-
pose, and would have the great advantage (i) of cheapness,
(2) of being movable, and (3) of being usable in such
quantities as each locality might actually require.
We were told that these rockets had been found still
more successful than the Storm Cannon, and had been
rapidly replacing them. We obtained a small supply
for experimental purposes in India and deposited them
with a reliable Officer in the United Provinces, for the
protection from drought of one of our Settlements for
Criminal Tribes. At the time they arrived, we were
threatened with a failure of rain in this particular district.